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'gegSxiatxnf (&ounrdl,
Tuesday, 30th October, 1900.

Distillation Bill, Recommittal, reported - Railway
towards Norseum, Assembly's eaeTuis
Bill, third reading-Circuit Courts JuLdgeBill,
second reading (r! jected)-Constitutionl aend.
meat Bill (electors probationary period), second
reading (rejected)-Electoral Amandment Bill.
discharge, of order-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYER&S.

DISTILLATILON BILL.
BRCOMNiTTAL.

Order read, for third reading.
On motion by theCoLolNA, SECRETAR Y,

Bill recommnitted for certain amendments.
Clause 9-Return to be furnished:-
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that in line 24 the words " office
in Perth " be struck out, and "1principal
office " inserted in lieu. Probably the
officer would not have an office in Perth;
is £rincipal office might be in Pre-

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 13 - Wine maker to keep
journal:-

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that in lines 15 and 16 the words
"office in Perth" be struck out, and

" principal offie" inserted in lieu. This
was a consequential amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 19-Office for the inspector:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that in line 1, after "distillery"$
the words " licensed under this part " be
inserted. It was never intended that
persons licensed to distil from flowers
or vegetables should be compelled to
build an office for an excise officer.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as; amended agreed to.

Clause 22 -- Returns to be furnished:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that in line 21 the words "office
in Perth " be struck out, and "principal
office" inserted in lieu. This was acon-
sequential amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 38-Certatin licenses to become
void in certain cases:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that in line 8, the words "fresh
wrater from salt" be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Fourteenth Schedule-Section 34.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that in line five "£ 5 " be struck
out and "l 1s. " inserted in lieu. It was
thought better to retain the old fee of I Os.
as many of the distilleries were of small
mnoment, and. it would be a hardship on
persons to charge them £5 license fee fur
a small distillery.

Amendment put and passed.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that in line 8 the words "1fresh
water from salt" be struck out.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Was
there any limitation to the effect of the
wordsP

THE CoLoMrn SECRETARY: None
whatever.

HON. A. P. MATHZESON. Would
the clause apply to persons distilling
fresh water?

Tsu COLONIAL SECREARYn: For dis-
tilling fresh water.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON.- Every man
who distilled fresh water on the gold-
fields would have to pay a license of 10s.
Hitherto the trade of distilling water for
human consumption had been an open
trade. It was an unheard of thing to
charge a man a licenhse for distilling that
-which was an absolute necessity for
human consumption.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
license fee was only 10s.

HoN. A. P. MATHE SON: That was
a large amount for a poor man to pay.
When the Bill passed through the Corn-
mnittee on a former occasion he under-
stood the Committee referred only to the
distillation of strong drink, but the words
appeared to be very far-reaching. An

injutice would be done to persons who
live by distilling fresh water from salt.

He would oppose the schedule as it
stood.

THE. COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was necessary that every person who had
a still in his possession should come
under some regulations: at any rate, it
should be known that he was distilling,
because the still might be used for other
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purposes. The fee of 10s. a year for
distilling fresh water was only reasonable.
A person to be charged a. fee of 10s.
must have a still in his possession capable
of distilling spirits. This Bill was tairen
from the South Australian Act, which
had been in operation for some years,
and which had given every satisfaction,

Hox. A. P. MATHIESON:- The Colo-
nial Secretary had never been on the
goldfields, or he had never seen a. con-
densing plant at work. A 400-gallon
tank of water was set on a fire, and a lot
of tubing was run away from the tank
through which the wvater trickled. It was
simaply absurd to say that an apparatus
such as that could be used for distilling
spirits. This schedule would strike at
the root of the occupation of many persons
who distilled fresh water from salt. It
would be just as well to charge a baker
or a butcher a license of 10s. -

Thui COLONIAL SECRTAR: If the bon.
member looked at a former clause he
would see that the words referred to a
"still," not to a condensing apparatus.

HON. A. P. MATHESON:- Could not
some words be added to the schedule
saying that the license fee did not apply
to condensing plant?

THE COLONLa SECRETAxR- The license
fee did not apply to condensing plants.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: The words,
"other than condensers," would make

the meaning clear. The two things were
not distinct in the least, because distilling
fresh fromn salt water was condensing, and
he protested against the clause passing
as it stood.

How. W. G-. BROOKMAN: Having
some knowledge of the Eastern goldfields,
be could emphatically say. there was a
great difference between condensing -fresh
water for the livelihood of man and beast,
and condensing for spirits. In the
former ease there was no necessity for
the use of a worm, because the condensers
at present in use were built on a different
principle altogether. Six or seven years
ago it became necessary for those living
on the goldfields to construct condensers,
and he then erected the first condenser
in Kalgoorlie. There was no suspicion
whatever that in condensing water obtain-
able from the lakes or the various wines,
a worm was employed, nor was there any
scope for underhand work, or any loop-
hole for people who wished to defraud the

revenue by making spirits.' He agreed
strongly with Mr. Matheson that the
clause should not become law, and that it
would be just as reasonable to impose a
tax on a baker. French brandy and
German brandy were made from potatoes,
and therefore any baker on the gold-
fields who had a large stock of potatoes
was able to mnake any spirits be desired.
But there was another and broader aspect
of the question. Hon. members owed a
duty to the people whom they represented,
and in the Eastern goldfields Western
Australia possessed a great asset, and.
the people there should be given every
facility for -making their residence there
as -cheap as possible. It was not desirable
that a tax should be placed on people who
were willing to erect condensers in order
that water might be provided for the
community, because water was the great
necessity, and nothing should be placed
in the way of those who were developing
mnines in that locality and making a great
city of Kalgoorlie and the surrounding
district.

H ON. C. SOMMERS: There were thou-
sands of primitive condensers all over
the goldfields, as part of prospectors'
outfits, and to charge a license of ten
shillings would be altogether wrong. The
amaount did not sound very large, but
considering the class of plant used in
many cases, it would prove unjust.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: There must be
some registration.

Hox. A. P. MATEsoN:- There was
none at present.

HoN. C. SOMMERS:- To pass the
clause as it stood would make it comnpul-
sory on outlying prospectors to come to
register, and that would prove costly and
cumbersome.

Tirn COLONIAL S PCRBTARY: The
schedule had been in force since 1893,
and Clause 30 showed the objet with
which the license was issued. It was
quite clear that the license did not refer
to condensing water, but to persons who
sold certan articles necessary for dis-
tilling.

HON. A. P. MATHESON. The
schedule in the Act referred to by the
Colonial Secretary said nothing about a
fee of ten shillings, which was what he
(Mr. Matheson) and other members
objected to. There was no objection to
the Governor issuing licenses free.
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Amendment put and passed.
How. C. SOMMERS moved that the

word "1ten " be struck out and " one "
inserted in lieu, so as to reduce the license
fee from 10s. to Is.

Tnsz COLONIAL SzconETtuR-: Five
shillings would perhaps be a fair com-
promise.

HoN. C. SOMMERS: One shilling was
enough.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: It would
be preferable to strike the clause out
altogether, but the amendment of M,%r.
Sommers could be accepted.

Haor. 3. Mi. SPEED -According to
Clauses 34 and 35, this was an annual
license, and that being so, one shlling
was quite sufficient.

Amendment put and passed, and the
schedule as amended agreed. to.

Bill reported with further amendments,
and the report adopted.

RAILWAY TOWARD)S NOIRSEMAN.
ASSEMBLY'S MESSAGE.

Message from the Legislative Assembly
read, notifying that the Council's resolu-
tion in reference to the construction of a
railway from Coolgardie southward for 25
miles, via Londonderry, could not be con-
sidered, having been ruled out of order by-
the Speaker.

Tm PRESIDENT - I may Say that
nder the rules of the House we are not

supposed to be acquainted with what bas
been done in another place. Had we
been so acquainted, I, as President,
Should have ruled Mr. Brimage's motion
out of order when it was brought for-
ward.

TRUSTEES BILL.
Read a third time, on inotion by RoN.

M. L. Moss, and returned to the Legis-
lative .Amsenbly with amendments.

CIRCUIT COUYRTS JUDG}E BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

ThEn COLONIA-L SECRETAY (H3on.
G. RsAdell), in moving the second read-
ing, said: It needs very few words from
me to introduce this Bill t~o the House.
For some considerable time past there
has been a desire, I believe, to have a
fourth Judge appointed in consequence
of the business which has arisen from

time to tine on the Eastern goldfields.
A Circuit Courts Act was passed in 1897,
but up to the present time no provision
has been made for a, Judge to preside
over that court. It is now sought to
give effect to the Act passed in 1897 by
making provision on the civil list for the
appointment of a fourth Judge. My
attention has been called to the fact that
this is a constitutional question. I think
it is so, because the constitution provides
that a certain stun of money must be
provided out of the public funds, and
this will be an addition of £1,400; to
that exteut the Bill will be an alteration
of the constitution; but that is a small
point inasmuch as there is a full attend-
ance of members here to-dlay, so that no
question of that kind. can arise.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT:- Will the Bill
be reserved ?

Ta COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
should think not. I believe there is a
wide-spread feeling on the goldfields that
a fourth Judge should be appointed, so
that he may travel on circuit and try
cases on the goldifields, thus obviating
the necessity of sending cases for trial in
Perth. I believe hon. members are quite
in accord with that opinion, therefore the
Bill has been introduced and passed in
another place. It has come to this House
for our concurrence, and I trust hon.
members will disabuse their minds of
any extraneous circumstances connected
with the Bill , or any feelings that
may exist, for we have had evidence
that feeling does exist in some parts.
This Bill is earnestly desired by the
people on the goldfields, and the only
way we can give effect to the desires
of the people on the goldfields is by
the appointment of a fourth Judge. I
believe it has been stated on the gold-
.fields that they want no commissioner;
that they will not look with favour on
the appointment of a commissioner to
transact the business of the courts on the
goldfields. They must have a judge of
the Supreme Court. With reference to
the person to be appointed one hon.
member the other night-I just heard
the remark-said that unless I was pre-
pared to give a. promise that one par-
ticular person would not be appointed he
would oppose the Bill. Hon. members
will see how extremely improper it would
be to make such a promise; it is improper

[COUNCIL.3 Second -reading.
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to ask the question, and it would be more
improper to give an answer.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: Why not?
There is a precedent for it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
hon. members are not willing to trust
the Government in making the appoint-
ment, as far as I am concerned there is
an end of it. The Government have
given evidence-

How. R. S. HAYNES: Especially in the
appointment of magistrates.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
responsibility rests with the Government.
Apart from the requirements of the gold-
fields it is necessary and desirable that a
fourth Judge should be appointed. It is
very improper for bon. members to refer
in connection with this Bill to any
individual who, it is suspected. mnay be
appointed to the position. I am not
prepared to say who will be appointed.

RON. F. WEITCOMBE: We only want
you to say who will not be.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
read a statement the other night from
the Premier that he had given no inti-
'nation on his part of appointing any
particular person; that he had not men-
tioned to any person his intention in
that respect. This matter has again been
questioned, and I referred once more to
the Premier, who has reiterated his state-
ment and I believe his statement is a
correct one. I am prepared to accept it
as being the actual fact. I have every
confidence that whoever is appointed will
be a fit and proper person for the
position. We have had complaints from
time to time of arrears of business in the
courts, and it is desirable that these
arrears, in the interest of suitors, should
be overtaken. The only way of doing
that is by the appointment of a Judge.
A Bill is before hon. members for the
provision of the salary of a judge, and
the appointment will have to be left to
the Government of the day. If the
appointment is not made now, it will
have to be made by the succeeding
Government--

How. RL. S. lAmwEs: Hear, hear.
Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Whoever that may be composed of. It
is for hon. members to say whether they
are Willing to trust the present Govern-
ment or whether they are desirous of
postponing the appointment of a fourth

Judge, and leave the selection to a Gov-
ernment which does not at present exist,
and the constitution of which members
are not acquaiuted with at all. I
do not think I need labouir the ques-
tion now. I am afraid some members
have come with their minds made up on
the question, and nothing I may say can
possibly alter their feelings. I look at it
as extremely to be regretted that the
steps which have been taken in different
quarters should have been taken: such a
thing is altogether to be deplored. With-
out saying any more with regard to the
matter, I leave the question in the hands
of hon. members. The need of a fourth
Judge is admitted; the appointment has
been clamoured for on the goldfields, and
it is stated that a commissioner will not
satisfy the demands of the people there.
If hon. members refuse to pass the Bill,
no Judge can be appointed until the next
sitting of Parliament. I move the second
reading.

RON. C. SOMMERS (North-East): It
is with considerable regret I have to
oppose this Bill, being a member for one
of the largest goldfields provinces, I refer
to the North-East, which hai the largest
proportion of the population on the
Eastern goldfields. Much as the people
on the goldfields desire Circuit Courts
and will have eventually a fourth Judge
to carry out the work of the courts, at
the present juncture I personally have to
oppose the Bill. Such a state of affairs
as that at present existing has hardly
ever occurred. We have practically the
whole of the bar of the metropolis oppos-
ing the appintment of a certain person
who, it is supposed, will be appointed to
the judgeship. We have practically the
whole of the bar on the Eastern gold-
fields and we have the Press on the
Eastern goldfields unanimous on the ques-
tion. When such a combination occurs it
makes one feel that this is a matter of
the greatest importance. It is not an
appointment for a month or two: it is an
appointment for a lifetime. When such
appointments have to be made, members
should disabuse their minds of what they
have heard outside, and consider what is
best for the country at large. I know
that extreme pressure has been brought
to bear on members from outside. I will
not deal with what class of pressure it is,
but I hope hon. members will not con-
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eider the effect it may have on them and
the members of the bar either in their

p rofession or personally. I regret the
Government have not seen fit to give us

some guarantee that a. certain gentleman
will not be appointed. I do not want to
know particularly who will be appointed,
so long as there is an assurance that it
will not be a certain gentleman.

HoN. D. MW. McKA.Y:. Judges should be
above suspicion.

HoN. C. SOMMERS: Judges should
be above suspicion; but in this case the
Judge has not been appointed.

Hos. D. 1W. MCKA.Y: H~e will be.
How. C. SOMMERS:- The Govern-

ment, I regret to say, will not make it
clear to the House what their intentions
are. I understand that when Mr. Justice
Stone was appointed, this House took on
itself to dictate terms to the home
Government, and I believe that in con-
sequence of the point being pressed,
though I am open to correction, the
home Government eventually appointed a
colonial Judge in the person of Mr.
Justice Stone, with every degree of satis-
faction to the people and the colony.
At that tii~e Mr. Stone had the con-
fidence of the bar of the colony and of
the public Press; but under the present
circumstances, the gentleman who we
have every reason to believe will be
appointed, has neither the confidence of
his fellow practitioners nor the confi-
dence of the Press generally. I can only
say that, badly as we want Circuit Courts,
the impression on the goldfields is that if
a, certain gentleman be appointed, the
cost of law, instead of being lessened,
will be increased. We are told that if
this appointment be made, appeals will
be the order of the day, and instead of
having questions settled on the goldfields,
cases will have to be fought all over
again in the Supreme Court.

HON. J. MW. SPEN: That is always so,
when possible.

How. C. SOMMERS: The hon. mem-
ber who did not sign the " round robin"
says that is always so when possible.

flow. A. B. 'Kznsoz: But he is not an
"expert "ir."'

HoN. C. SOMMERS: At present the
combination of circumstances is such that
practically the -whole of the bar of the
colony, and the principal portion of the
Press and of the community, are opposed

to this appointment. We opposed it last
year and we again oppose it vigorously
now, and, as I said before, the pressure
brought to bear from outside shows very
clearly to my mind the Government do
intend to appoint this gentleman, or wby
are his friends so strenuous in their
efforts to secure bon. members' votes on
this occasionP I believe every vote in the
House has been canvassed.

TUE PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not make a charge of that kind. He
is imputing motives, and be must with-
draw the expression.

Howb. C. SOMMERS: I withdraw the
expression, and say that pressuare has been
brought to bear.

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is saying the same thing, and he must
withdraw those words.

Row. C. SOMMERS: Then I with-
draw, though perhaps I might put in
something to prove my statement, because
I have certain documents.

HOw. 3. M. SPEED: Let us hear what
they are.

How, C. SOMMERS: I will say
nothing more about the matter, except
that the vast majority of the electors in
the North-East Province are opposed to
this Bill going through now. If we do
not get the assurance which the Colonial
Secretary regrets he cannot give us, T am
sure the electors are prepared to do with-
out Circuit Courts -until another Govern-
mient come into power, 1 move

That the Bill be read this day six months.
How. A. P. MATHE SON: I second

the amendment.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

is only right that I should reply to what
Mr. Sominers has just said. It might
be inferred by hon. members, and pos-
sibly will be inferred by the country t
large, that the Government have made
up their minds who is to have this Judge-
ship. I have again to distinctly state
that the matter has not been introduced
into the Cabinet by the Premier, or by
any other member of the Government, so
that consequently it has not been dis-
cussed. I am as ignorant as any member
of the House as to whether any person
has been selected for the office.

Hoi;. A. B. Kinsoiw: The question
might be discussed individually, without
going into Cabinet.

[COUNCIL.] Second reading.
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TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I I
the hon. memb er wants a categorical
denial, I may state that the question has
neither been discussed in the Cabinet nor
individually, and I am sorry to find hon.
members are unwilling to take my assur-
ance on this point. I may say that the
question has not been considered by the
individual members of the Cabinet, so
far as I am aware, and certainly it has
never been considered in the Cabinet
itself.

RON. A. JAMIESON (Metropolitan
Suburban) :I must strongly support the
amendment of Mr. Somnmers, that the
Bill be read this day six months. The
Colonial Secretary has said that the
matter has never been considered in
Cabinet; but we all know there is a,
custom, recognised in some measure, that
one of the members of the Government
may appoint himself to a vacancy in the
Supreme Court, and the Colonial Secre-
tary pointed that out on the last occasion.

THE OotoNrnL SECRTARY; It is
impossible.

RON. R. S. HAYNES : The member of
the Cabinet can only recommend.

HON. A. JAMESON: He can only
recommend, but the Colonial Secretary
said the member of the Cabinet might
appoint himself.

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
HON. A. JAMESON: I think the

Colonial Secretary said that.
Tan COONA SECRETARY: No; sir.
HON. R. S. HiYNas: A member of the

Cabinet may only nominate.
HON. A. JAMESON: He may nomi-

nate himself and be supported by the
Ministry, and as it has been a frequent
custom in the past, that is the custom
bon. members are afraid of now. I do
not want to go into what has already
been expressed by Mr. Sommers, who has

pinted out that rather than te custom
should be carried out, the people on the
goldfields would prefer the consideration
of the Bill postponed for six months.
That attitude on a part of the goldfields
representative is the strongest testimony
we could have of the advisability of read-
ing the Bill six months hence. More-
over, is the House perfectly assured it is.
absolutely necessary we should, at this
time at all events, have a fourth Judge?
There has been a very absurd and ridicu-

bous custom for a generation back of
appointing the Chief Justice as Adinis-
trator in the absence of a Governor. That
is a thing which will no longer exist; but
the Supreme Court has suffered again ad
again in this way by the removal of the
Chief Justice, because, while he has
carried on the two offices, the custom has
greatly impeded judicial work. But, as
I say, that custom in a short time will be
no longer carried on, and the Chief Justice
will not be appointed Administrator of
the colony.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Why?
HON. A. JAMESON: Because under

the Commonwealth such a custom would
be thoroughly unconstitutional. The Chief
Justice would have to deal with cases
affecting the constitution, and would thus
be judge in his own case.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: It is the other
way about. That; clause was put in on
purpose to allow the Chief Justice to act.
It was struck out of the first draft of the
Commonwealth Bill, and put in after-
wards.

RON. A. JAMESON: The impression
I have is that in future the Chief Justice
will not act as Administrator, and it is
not desirable that he should. -An enor-
mious amount of business is dealt with in
the Supreme Court, and to withdraw one
of the Judges in order to carry on the
administration of the colony is, in the
opinion of many at all events, a great
mistake, and the custom will probably in
f uture be modified.

THE COLoxNx.- SECRETARY: The Chief
Justice still discharges bis duties as
Judge.

HON. A. JAMESON: Not at the
present time, unfortunately. During this
year there has been a great deal of sick-
ness amongst the Judges of the Supreme
Court. last year they succeeded in
completing the work, but this year they
have got a little behind. At the present
tims there is only one Court in use, one
of the Judges being unfortunately dis-
abled and unable to act at alI, and thus
there are only two Judges doing the
whole of the judicial work of the colony.
If that be so, they must be a little
behind, but still they axe getting on; and
why should we appoint a fourth Judge
when, if we had three Judges, the whole
of the work would be done? The work



1318 Circuit Courts Bill,. CUCL]Cnttto il

always has been done, and in no
colony or place with a. population of
180,000 people should there be more
than three Judges. What we want
is a, Judge for Circuit Courts, and the
Bill does not provide eutirely for that.
No doubt the preamble provides for a
Judge for Circuit Courts, but in no part is
it set out that this Judge is to be purely
for the Circuit Courts, but provides that
there are to be four Judges for the
Supreme Court. It is perfectly clear
that all that is required is a Judge for
Circuit Courts, and that could be provided
for, as Mr. Stone so dlearly pointed out,
under the present administration of the
Supreme Court Act, by having a com-
missioner appointed for the time being.
Moreover, as has been pointed out, the
Government should be responsible for
this life appointment; but if the Govern-
ment are simply to give the Judgeship to
one of their supporters and then leave
office, where is their responsibilityF This
is one of the most important appoint-
ments made since I came to the colony
fifteen or sixteen years ago, and it is the
appointment of an official who is prac-
tically irremovable, because a Judge
cannot be removed except by a majority
in both Houses of Parliament and by the
consent of Her Majesty, and only for
some great cause, such as lunacy. I-
greatly regret it should have been sug-
gested for a moment there is any person-
ality, in the matter, because this is the
most important public question that has
ever come before this House, and we must
deal with it purely as a public question.
We must not for a mnoment consider the
interest of individuals before the welfare
and interests of the whole of the colony;
and it would be a monstrous thing if an
outgoing Government, in no way respon-
sible, were to make the appointment. On
purely public grounds, therefore, the
evidence is very strong that the Bill
should not be passed, but should be read
in six months time; and I hope the
amendment which Mr. Sommers has
moved will be carried by a majority of
the members of the House.

Amendment (six months) put, and a
division taken with the following result

Ayes ... ... ... 16
Noes ... ... ... 10

Majority for 6

Amas.
Hon. 0. &Uighs
Non. W. . ob~
Hon. R.G., Barges
Ron. C. E. Dempster
Ron. R. S. Haynes
Non, A. Jameson
Ron. A. 0. Jenkins
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. H. Lukin
Hon. W. Maley
Hon. A. P. Matbeso
Han, . S . Saunders
Hfon. 0. Sommers
Han. P. X. Stone
Han, P. Whitcomb@
Hon. W. Spencer

(Telur).

Amendment thus
arrested.

NoEs
Hon. T. F. Brineg
Ron: J. H. De
Ron. J. T. Glowrey
Ron. J. W. Blackett
Hon. D). MEa y
Hon. X. I,. Mour
Ron. 0. Mandelu
Hon. 31. EI. Richardson
Ron. J. X. Speed
Hon. E. MoLarty

(Telicr.)

passed, and the Bill

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL,
[tnu90orxs' PROBATIONARY PERIOD.]

SECOND READING.

HONv. A. P. MATHESON (North-
East), in moving the second reading,
said: The subject matter of this Bill was
fairly and fully discussed on an amend-
ment to a previous Bill; hut I suppose I
must now explain the circuimstances
under which a Bill of this sort is brought
forward. At present, a British subject
who wishes to get on to the roll of the
colony as an effective voter has to reside
six months in the colony, and after he has
been on the roll six months then he can
vote. I propose to do away with five
month s out of the last six. The Bill, if
carri ied, will work ini this way: a British
subject who has been six months. in the
colony and is entitled to be put on the
roll, after he has been one month on the
roll would be entitled to vote. The time
a voter is on the roll should be only
sufficiently long to enable his right on
the roll to be investigated, and for the
purpose of investigation six months is
certainly an undue period: it is a period
that ought to be reduced. One hon.
member, in discussing the question on a
previous occasion, stated that the present
Act was in accordance with the system in
South Australia. I have looked up the
South Australian Act and I find that any
British subject, without any residential
qualification whatever, is entitled to be
put on the roll in South Australia,
and after he has been on the roll
for six months he becomes an effective
voter. If this amendment of the Con-
stitution is adopted, we shall still have
one month longer residence in this
colony than is required in South Aus-

[COUNCIL.] Constitution Bill.

6



Contittio Bil: 30 CTOER,190.] Second reading. 1819

tralia.. The very reason why I press
this amendment'on the House is that
recently we have had a referendum on the
question whether or not we should adopt
the Federal Constitution, and for the
purpose of that referendum every person
who had been in the colony for twelve
months was allowed to vote. Under
these circumstances a very large number
of people who voted for the adoption of
the Commonwealth Bill will be unable to
Vote for the election of members to the
two Houses of Parliament of the Common-
wealth. Owing to a section in the existing
Act alarge number of people who count
on becoming effective voters, through the
operations of the municipal roll and roads
board roll, will only be put on the
electoral roll for the beginning of the
year prior to the 31st of December;
therefore before they can become effective
Voters they must remain six months on
the roll, which will mean the end of June.
Consequently those people who are put
on the roll wilt not be enabled to vote
until the 1st July, and as the federal
elections are likely to take place probably
in February or March everyone of these
people will be disfranchised. Another
strong reason why this Bill should be
adopted is this: the present Government
are undoubtedly on their last legs, and
the sooner we have their resignations
placned before the country the better ; but
their reason for delaying their resigna-
tions, will be, without a doubt, that until
the end of June the rolls will not be
complete. That statement has practically
been made already, outside the House i
public, and no doubt the Governmnt
would make that same statement in the
House, if pressed. The only way in
which that difficulty may be overcome
is by amending the Constitution in the
way. I suggest. If my amendment is
carried every person on the municipal roll
and roads board roll becomes ip8o facto
able to record a vote on the first of
January. Therefore if an election takes
place in February they will be able to
vote without waiting until the 1st of
July. Dealing with the Bill itself, the
amendments which are proposed to be
made are extremely simple. I merely
propose to amend two sections by striking
out the words " six months " and insert-
ing " one mouth" in lieu thereof. I
may explain which sections they are,

and how they are affected. Section 15
of the Constitution Act says:

Every person of the age of 21 years
if qualified as in this section is provided, he
entitled to be registered as an elector and
whent registered for six months to vote for
each of any number of candidates not exceed.
ing the number of members to be elected.
I propose to alter that and say:

Shall be entitled to be registered as an
elector and when registered for one month to
vote for each of any number of candidates.
The other clause of the Bill is an amend-
ment to Section 26, and the verbiage is
identical. The one clause deals with the
elections to the Upper House, and the
other with elections to the Lower House.
I commend the Bill to the attention of
hon. members; it is an important amend-
ment, and an amendment on which the
whole of the country, with few exceptions,
is in favour. Nearly the whole of the
Press of the colony have spoken in favour
of the amendment. I hardly know a
single newspaper which has not done so,
with the exception of the West Australian,
and that newspaper has not touched on
the subject at all. All the other papers
that have come under my notice-

HON. J. W. HACKETT: It does not
come under your notice.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I fancy
the newspaper would have come under
my notice if it had dealt with the subject.
Nearly all the papers that have come
under my notice contained paxagraphs in
favour of the amendment, and every
person I have spoken to is in favour of it,
with the exception of a few of the mem-
bers of this House. It is the common
knowledge of honu. members that this is
an amendment which the whole of the
country are clamouring for. I need not
take up the time of the House further,
but formally move the second reading
of the Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G-. Randell) : I only propose to state, with
regard to the motion of the hon. member,
what is the practice in the other colonies.
In New South Wales, Queensland, and
Victoria every person has to be in the
colony for twelve mouths before he (an
be placed on the roll. In South Australia
a different practice prevails, to which I
will refer later on. In New South
Wales the holder of an elector's right
is required to have his permanent place
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of abode in the colony for a continuous
period of one year. If he is a naturalised
subject, for one year after naturalisation
he must have resided for a continuous
period prior to the day of application for
an elector's right, for which he claims to
be enrolled. In Queensland, Section 6,
Sub-section 1 states he must be resident
in the electoral district and during the
six months then next preceding has resided
mn Queensland. In Victoria the same law
prevails ; an elector must be a resident
for twelve months. Each of the colonies
insist on a twelve mouths' residence in
the colony before a person can exercise a
right. A period of three months follows
afterwards before be can exercise his
vote supposing an election takes plaoce.
In the South Australian system a claim-
ant is placed on the roll immediately on
making the claim, but the time for inquiry
is six months. He has to be six months
on the roll before he can become a quai-
fled voter. Hon. members will see from
this that our law is more liberal than
that existing in the eastern colonies.
I do not refer to Tasmania, because
there is a somewhat peculiar franchise
existing there which does not concern uts.
We have nothing of the sort such as
prevails in Tasmania. Here a person
has to be resident in the colony six
months, when he can put his name on
the roll, and six months aferwards,
without any more effort on his own part
-excepting he shift his residence, when
be may obtain a transfer-he may exercise
the privilege of a vote. I take it that
even in South Australia no resident can
do better than that.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Yes; he
can.

!THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Well, that is my information. In South
Australia there are certain forms to go
through, which preclude a man from
exercising his vote as early as he would
be able to do in this colony, and, taking
all things together, I think the franchise
of this colony is the most liberal of the
whole of the five colonies of the group. I
have already expressed my own personal
opinion in the matter, which is very
strong, namely, that it is absolutely
necessary, in the interests of the colony,
that future voters should reside here-long
enough to make themselves fairly well
acquainted with the principles which

ought to influence them in voting for
candidates. Then the Constitution Act
was passed at a very recent date, after
serious consideration from both Houses
of Parliament, this question being raised
in the Legislative Assembly, and dis-
cussed there at some length. The Act is
a considerable advance on what was the
law of the land previously, and, in my
opinion, a most liberal advance, and one
as reasonable as could be expected; and
to alter the law because certain circum-
stances have arisen, would be undesirable.
If we legislated on every occasion when
something transpired, which for the
moment appeared a little awkward,
or was opposed to individuals, we
should get into trouble very soon.
We ought to go on certain broad
lines and principles. If a, person coming
here and residing in the colony for
six months can register his name, he
is protected in the exercise of the fran-
chise at the end of twelve months; and
that is a very reasonable state of the law,
which I hope will commend itself to hon.
members. Every country in the world
makes some effort to protect itself against
persons who incidentally arrive, but the
Bill, if passed, would enable a man paying
a fairly long visit to the colony to exer-
cise the franchise and influence the
elections, which we know are sometimes
pretty close, with only one or two votes
between the candidates. A person who
came, not to reside or live his life amongst
us, but simply as a traveller for seven
months, might under the Bill, influence
elections; and that is to be deprecated
very seriously. I repeat that we have a
very liberal constitution, sand one that has
been very seriously considered; and to
alter it because certain circumstances
have arisen would be, to my mind,
exceedingly undesirable.

HoN. C. E. DEMIPSTER (East Pro-
vince) : I agree with the Colonial Secretary
that twelve months' residence in the colony
is short enough to entitle anyone to have
a vote. I do not, and cannot, agree with
the principle of giving the right to vote
to those who come to the colony only, as
it were, for a few days. This would
place it in the power of such persons to
aftect the interests and welfare of the
whole of the colony, and give them the
same rights as those who have ventured
their all here. What interest can a man
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who comes to-day and leaves to-morrow
have in the country ?

HON. R. S. HAYNES (Central): I
cannot support the Bill. While I would
gladly do anything in my power to extend
the franchise for the purpose of getting
people on the roll for the approaching
federal elections, I think the Constitution
Act is too sacred a subject to tinker at
for any such consideration. If any means
could be devised by which people could
be placed on the rolls, so that everybody
entitled to vote might vote at the next
election, I should gladly support a motion
in that direction, but I do not think it
would be safe or prudent to amend the
Constitution Act, which has only just
been passed into law, and of the effects
of which we have bhad no experience.
That is altogether apart from the con-
sideration as to whether a person should
reside here twelve months or six months
before he is entitled to vote; and if
pressed on the point, I might say, after
hearing the remarks of the Cdolqnial
Secretary, I agree with him that a person
ought to be here at least twelve months.
I do not think I am throwing unnecessary
objections in the way of persons getting
on the roll, but, at all events, a person,
before he has a right to decide what shall
be the Legislature of the colony, should
be here twelve months, because, if he
is not here for that time, he can know
very little about the requirements of the
conmuunity or the colony generally. But
there is another objection which I look
on as fatal to the Bill. In the past,
when the House has thought it necessary
to amend the Constitution Act a motion
has generally been introduced by a.
private member, affirming the desirability
of that step. Let me call attention to the
procedure adopted when it was decided
to extend the franchise to women, and
when a resolution affirming the desirability
of thus extending the franchise, was
passed in both Houses.

Hos. A. P. MtATHESON: You can affirm
the desirability of this change now.

Has. B. S. HAYNES:- A private
member may introduce a motion, and
when both Houses have agreed,' it is
competent, and it is.-the dluty of the
Ministry to introduce a measure carrying
into effect the desire of the House. But
I chiallenge Mr. Matheson to quote one
instance in all the Australian parliaments

where a Y pi atemeber has introduced a
Bill altering the onstitution.

Ho.A. P.MTH . There is8 nothing
irregular in the Bill.

RON. R. S. HAYNES :It isi not
irregular to come into the House without
boots on, but it would be very improper.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON : My intro-
duction of the measutre is not against the
Standing Orders.

HON. X. S. HAYNES:- No, you need
not have boots, and it is not because
your action is forbidden that, therefore,
it is not right. The traditions of the
House are that such a Bill shall not be
introduced by a private member, and that
is recognised by all parliaments.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hear,
hear.

Hox. R. S. HAYN ES: Otherwise one
can see the danger there would be that a
private member could introduce an amend-
maent of the Constitution Act, and prac-
tically cause a general election.

HON. A. P. MATRE soN:- But if the
House be in sympathy with the member P

HON. R. S. HAY NES: If the House
be in sympathy with the member, it must
be out of sympathy with the Government.

How. A. P. MAlurs-soN:. Hear, hear.
HON. R. S. HAYNES:- If the hon.

member be out of sympathy with the
Govern ment,- hi8 proper course is to table,
a motion of want of confidence, aind I will
second it.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: What effect.
would it haveF

How. R. S. HAYNES: But my
objection to the Bill is chiefly, to the way
in which it ha-s been introduced, In the
second place, the necessities of the case do
not call for such a, drastic remedy as an
amendment of the Constitution, and it is
for that reason, and that reason only,
I shall oppose the Bill ; and to put myself
in order, I move:

'That the BUI be read this day six months.
How. R. G. BURGES: I second the

amendment.
How. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):

I am prepared to support the amendment
of Mr. R. S. Haynes, though the question
might fairly be left to the House, because
I do not think the statutory majority can
be obtained in support of a Bill of the
kind. I Tre to oppose the Bill, and do so
with the greater freedom and a taller
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candour because I believe I may claim to
be the same person who pointed out this
blot in the Act. I am undoubtedly
of opinion that it is a. blot that six
mouths -

Tar COLONIAL SECRTIARY:- NO, no.
How. 3. W. HACKETT -Perhaps the

Colonial Secretary will allow me to com-
plete my sentence, and say it is a blot that
six months registration on the par-
liamentary roll should be required before
a vote can become effective. I am
entirely with the Colonial Secretary that
a year's residence should be necessary,
but we should have made the qualification
at the other end instead of where we have ;
that is, we should have fallen into line
with the Eastern colonies, except South
Australia, and insisted on a year's resi-
dence in the -colony, and then allowed the
vote to become immediately effective.
That is the system in Victoria and else-
where, though I believe it takes a year
and three months before a man can poDl a,
vote in Victoria.

TE COLONIAL SECETAR: Our Con-
stitution is far more liberal.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: I have nat
been able to consult the South Australian
Act recently, but I am unider the im-
pression that from the moment the elector
commences taking steps to have himself
put on the roll, a year must-elapse before
his vote can be given. It is a. pity the
Government did not leave us in posses-
sion of our old Constitution, because I
regard this as one of those needless
amendments, introduced probably by the
draftsman of the Bill, who departed from
the system with which we are familiar.

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment was made at the public
request.

Here. J. W. HACKETT:- To have the
alteration made ?

Tan, CoLo14XL SECRETARY: Yes;
at the request of a large number of
people.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: To abandon
the New South Wales and Victorian
systems?

THE COLONIAL, SECRETARY: Yes.
HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Then I never

heard of the request. To pass away from
this, it seems to me a, judicious thing to
have at least a year's residence provided
mn the Constitution Act; but I entirely
disagree with the view taken that half of

the period should be counted from the
time when the would-be elector places his
name on the electoral roll. There are
several points to which objection might
be taken in regard to the Bill ; and one*
of these has been pointed out by Mr.
R. S, Hlaynes. It is obvious that this is
one of the questions, along with the
quest ion of2 finance, of which the initiation
should be reserved to Her Majesty.
Either House may psss a resolution with
regard to finance, and either House may
pass a, resolution with regard to an
amendment of the Constitution, hut
neither House can do anything further.
If the two Houses indorse such a motion,
then the Government may take the matter
up, but it must be remembered that we
in this House are in a, somewhat different
position to those in the other House.
If the Legislative Assembly, which is the
Ministry-making and Ministry-destroying
House, pass a resolution in favour of
amending the constitution or altering
the constitution, the Government must
either accept that resolution or go out
of office. But we in the House may
pass dozens of resolutions, as we may
in regard to finance, and the Govern-
ment may take no notice whatever. I
do not dwell on the humiliating side of
the question that presents itself, but this
furnishes something as nearly as possible
constitutional precedent why we should
not tamper with the Constitution Act
unless there be crying and over powering
need for alteration. If Mr. Matheson
had called his common sense to his aid,
he would not have taken his present
course. The hon. member must know
that by his action he is arousing the
susceptibilities of another place, and that
this will inevitably end in the Bill
receiving no attentiou there whatever;
and that for two reasons, first, because it
is a constitutional question on which the
life of the Government should depend,
and they will resent any attempt to
interfere with the Ministry-making or
Ministry-destroying powers of the Assem-
bly, and, secondly, this matter concerns
in the larger degree the lower House,
affecting the franchise of that Ohamber
to a much greater extent that it does the
franchise of this Chamber. No people's
Chamber in Australia or England, would
consent for a mnoment to have a matter
of this kind, in which their privileges

[COUNCIL.] Second reading,
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were involved, introduced to their notice
by way of a Bill initiated in another House.
That, I lay down with the utmost con-
fidence; it is a principle that will always
hold good with regard to the Legislative
Assembly. If the hon. member in his
common sense really desired to carry the
Bill, and to do something more than
proclaim this as a sort of advertisement;
instead of " tilting at windmills," if the
hon. member, feeling the sense of his
responsibility, at about its true value,
which no doubt is great, desired to carry
the principle into execution, he would
have secured a member in another place
to have brought in the Bill. There is a
further question which has been raised
by the hon. member (Mr. R. S. Haynes)
that it is undesirable to tinker with the
Constitution after it has been only a few
months in force. Very wisely the con-
stitution of these colonies is hedged round
with a number of safeguards, and it is a
serious question to take steps to alter
it. The hon. member desires to break
through several of these safeguards, and
1, for my part, will never consent to make
trumpery amendments of this kind in the
constitution. I believe at the present time
there are more electors on the rolls than
when the referendum of the Common-
wealth Bill was taken, owing partly to
the new rolls being made up, and to a
number of names being put on by the
police. I believe that a, larger number of
electors would vote, if an election took
place now, than voted Rvhen the referendum
was held. I desire to sayemphatically if we
are going to alter the Constitution Acts we
should do something a little more serious,
and a little more important than the
abortive Bill which the hon. member has
brought forward. I shall fight all I can
against any change being made in the
Constitution Acts, to alter them or

inprove them, until we have to deal with
such questions as a, re-distribution of
seats of both Houses, or an alteration in
the number of members, or other impor-
tant matters that transcend in mode and
interest the absurd little paltrj attempt
to tinker with the Constitution brought
forward by the hon. member. Let the
hon. member begin at the beginning.
There are half a dozen major questions
which might be brought before the
House, letting minor ones rest, sand if the
hon. member brings forward such &. Bill I

we shall have an interesting debate, and
we may do something in regard to the
constitutional liberties of the country.
At the present time I am opposed to
taking any steps in the direction which
the hon. member desires, first until the
Government brings the matter up, or is
enabled to do so by a resolution of the
two Houses. I think we are courting a
defeat, an insulting defeat, by intro-
ducing matters into the House which
is primarily the business of another
place. It is too early to tinker with
the Constitution, because the constitution
needs amendment, more serious than
this one, in other directions. No real
injury will be done to anyone in the
colony, no real harm will be done to the
just rights of anybody, and for these
reasons, and many others that can be
adduced, I am not parepared. to follow the
hon. member-I cannot call it an attempt
because he knows it must be abortive -

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
know anything of the kind.

HONq. J. W. HACKETT: In his ex-
perinental legislation to test the patience

a capacity of bon. members.
How. A. JAMESON (Metropolitan.

Suburban): My support and sympathy
are with the Bill which Mr. Matheson
has brought forward. After the able
arguments of the Colonial Secretary, Mr
Hackett, and Mr. R. S. Haynes, perhaps
it is difficult for me to bring forward any-
thing that will affect the House. After
listening to the Colonial Secretary, if the
matter were entirely with this colony, I
think it might be desirable to have twelve
months, but what object can there be in
putting names on the rolls and letting
them lie there for six months? There
can be no object whatever: it is quite
absurd. Why are the electoral rolls,
as Mr. Hackett has pointed out, fiyblown
practically for six months.

THE COLONIAL S EcRETAnY: The twelve
months are for inquiry.

HoN. A. JAMfESON; All the inquiry,
eould be done in one month or two
months at the outside.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: Is there any
inquiryP

How. A. JAMESON: I do not suppose
there is any inquiry: it is a matter of
form. After all it is not the local
Parliament we are dealing with, but the
Federal Parliament, the national Parha-
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ment of Australia; and I should think
nine out of every ten of those who are on
the roll at present are Australians. It is
not as if we were dealing with the
American States where there are so many
foreigners whom we want to be in the
colony for twelve mouths or six months,
as the case may be. A great many
of the electors of this colony came
from the other Australian colonies:
a very few came from other parts of the
world. Our colony is in a peculiar posi-
tion; our population increases rapidly, and
we draw our population almost entirely,
from New South Wales and Victoria.
In giving votes for the Federal Parlia-
ment we are only giving votes to Aus-
tralians. Mr. Hackett says it does not
affect many. I think many will be
excluded under the present rolls. There
seems to be ao difficulty in the procedure,
and that difficulty appeals strongly to the
legal minds of Mr. R. S. Hayvnes and Mr.
Hackett; but we should not only look at
the public aspect of the question, but
look at it from the general welfare of the
whole community. Perhaps the lega
aspect does not appeal to us so strongly
as to those hon. members. I would like
to see, if possible, the Government carry
out the Bill or support the Bill which
has been brought forward by the hon.
member. I certainly think it would he
an act of courtesy to those who have
joined us from the Australian colonies if
we could give them a vote sooner. When
I came to the colony there were only
35,000 people here; now we have 180,000,
and all of these have come from the
Australian colonies.

Hum. R. G-. BURGoxe: They have votes.
HON. A. JAMESON: Many of them

have, but the difficulty, which Mr. Mathe-
son tries to overcome, will exclude some
15,000 voters. I hope members will see
their way to support Mr. Matheson in this
matter. I can ouly say that I think it is
a little hard on hon. members, such as
Mr. Matheson, that another lion, member
should suggest that he does not bring
forward this Bill for the public weal or
welfare. I cannot think so.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: You do not
know the hon member.

HON. A. JAM*ESON:- I feel convinced
in my mind that Mr. Matheson has
brought forward this Bill from public
motives, and I shall support him.

HON. R. G1. BURGES (East): The
hon. member (Dr. Jameson) used a.very
far-fetched argument in regard to the
population. He sajs that when he camne
to the colony there were 35,000 people
here, now there are 180,000. If the hon.
member had taken time to look into this
matter he would have seen that during
the last year the population only increased
by a few thousands, and most of those
who have come here during that time were
women and children, and children have
noe votes at all. The hon. member could
not have looked into this aspect of the
question. Supposing that another Coot-
gairdie or Kalgoorlie sprang up to-morrow
just look at the population which would
come from the other colonies.

HON. A. P. MATnuSON: I wish it would.
RoN. R. G. BUEGES: There is not

the slightest doubt that such a thing will
occur. There are many goldields which
will be opened up, and we do not want to
see a hundred thousand people come here
and have a, vote the moment they arrive
in the country.

Houi. A. P. bh-T~ssoN: Yes, we do,
with the six months' qualification.

How. R. G-. BUEGES: I am sure the
hon. member does not mean that, speak-
ing reasonably. This house seems to
want to rule the Government altogether.
Members must see from what I have
pointed oat that we might have a, large
population come here in a very short
time, and wherever they come from, and
they would not only come from Australia.,
hut from all parts of the -world, they
would have a vote in a very short time.
I know that a large percentage of those
who have come here are Australians adwe
are glad to have them here, but would it be
desirable to reduce the term when a large
population might come here in a few
months, and after six months' residence
they would be entitled to vote and upset
everything in the country. Would any
man of business in the world consider
that a desirable state of things ? In
this Upper House, where members ought
to be mcn-re careful, we should not pass a
Bill such as this. If 'we do we shall be
making the Lower House more radical
than it is. After the next election -we
shall have a. much more radical Lower

1House than the hon. member, who does
not intend to reside here much longer,
thinks.

[COUNCIL.] Second reading.
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*How. A. P. MATHESON: Oh yes, I do.
HoN. R. G. BUTEGES: The hon. mem-

ber told me a very different tale the other
day.

How. A. P. MATHESON: I flee to a.
point of order. The hon. member is not
justified in making that statement, and I
ask that the hon. member should withdraw
it.

How. J. W. HACKETT: We would not
lose you on any account.

BoN. R. G3. BURGES:- The hon. mem-
her has done no good in interrupting.

How. A. P. MATHESON: I appeal to
you, Mr. President, to ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw the statement. I never
said anything of the sort. It is very far
from my intention.

HoN. R. 0. B-URWES: I withdraw the
statement, but there is not the slightest
doubt that the hon. member is going
away as one of the members of the Federal
Parliament. I am going to oppose the
'bon. member's Bill. It is not necessary
to tinker with the Constitution in small
matters like this. The police went round
the country last September putting people
on the rolls, and an election is not likely
to take place before March next, there-
fore these people, both men and women,
will have a vote by then. I do not know
what the hon. member does want, unless
he wishes people to be able to vote two or
three times, as was dlone in connection
with the referendum on the Common-
wealth Bill.

How. J. T. GLOWBEY (South): I
support the amendment proposed by Mr.
R. S. Haynes, though I quite agree with
some hon. members that it is desirable
we should take into consideration at a
very early date some alteration in our
constitution, and I am in accord with the
system which exists in Victoria. I do not
agree with Mr. Matheson that the people
on the goldfields are elamouring for this
very radical change, andl really have some
doubt of the sincerity of the bion. member
in introducing this apparently very demo-
cratic measure.

HON. 3. W. HACKETT: Others have no
doubt.

How. J. T. GLOWEY: Ilamn refer-
ring to this particular provision.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: But we have
no doubt about it.

RoM. A. P. MATHESON. Speak for
yourself.

How. J. T. GLOWIEY: I can assure
hon. members this Bill does not repre-
sent the unanimous desire of the people
of the goldields, because those who have
property and are settled down there are
desirous of protecting their rights.

HOw. J. Mi. SPEED: What do you call
",rights" P

RoN. A. P. MATHESON:- And keep out
other people.

How. J. T . GLOWREY: We know
that Mr. Matheson is aspiring to federal
honours, and we have every reason to
believe the Bill he is trying to introduce
is for his own benefit.

Hoy. A. G. JswNwis: Is the hon.
member in order in imputing motives?

Turn PnxSx~nmwr The hon. member
(Mr. Glowrey) must not say that.

HOw. 3. T. GIOWBEY: I withdraw.
Amendment (six months) put, and

division called for.
[Division proceeding:]
How. J. W. HACKETT: I desire to

call attention to the fact that there are
not sixteen members voting against the
amendment.

How. 3. hi. SPEED: How did the hon.
member find it out ?

How. J. W. HACKETT: By counting
them.

Tun PRESIDENT : Alter the division is
taken I will give my decision.

Division taken with the following
result:

Ayes ... ... .. 12
Noes ... ... ... 10

Majority for ... 2

Amas.
Hon. R. G. Burges
Hon. C. E. Demnpster
Hon. J. T. Glowray
non. J. W. Hackett
Hon. R,.5. Haynea
Hon. H. Lukin
Hon. D. McKay
Hon. E. HeLity
Hon. 0. Randall
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon . X. stone
Hon. WV. Spencer (Tellr).

NOES.
Hon. G. Bfliaghom
Roo. W, G. Brookman
Hlon. J. Ai. Drew
Hon. A. Jamneson
Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. A. F. Matheson
Hon. C. Sommmers
Hon. 3. M. Speed
Hon. P. Whiteombe
110n3 W. Male3' (Teller).

Amendment thus passed, and the Bill
arrested.

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL.
DISCHARGE OF ORDER. 4

Order read for the second reading:
HoN. A. P. MATHESON (in charge

of the Bill): Under the circunistances, I
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move that the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.

Question put and passed, and tbe Order
discharged.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6-30 o'clock

until the next day.

Tuesday, 80A October, 1900.

Question: North Perth and Board of Hesith-Usiumpton
Plains Railway Bil, Select Committee's Report-
Standing Orders, Suspensrion (to expedite Bills,
etej)-Government Business, precedence-Patent
Acts Amendment Bill, Recommittal, reported-
Leederville Tramoways Bill, Recommnittal (progress)
- Noxious Weeds Bill, third reading - Lands
Resumption AmeudinenliBill, third reading-Pie.
mantle Trameways Bill, Recommittal (rogress)-
Xining of Kangaroos for Food Bill, thir reading-
Loa Bill second reading, in Cookwittee~ reported
-Honds and Streets Closure lid] (geneal), second
reading - Streets (Victoria Park) Closure Bill,
second rending, eta.-Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-3O o'clock, p.m.

PAYERtS.

QUESTION-NORTH PERTHE AND -BOARD
OF HEALTH.

MR. HALL asked the Preier;- T,
Whether it was the intention of the
Government to carry out the resolution
passed by this House last year to estab-
lish a Loca! Board of Health at North
Perth, z, If so, When. 3, If not, for
what reason.

TE PREMIER replied x, Peding
the res~ult of the motion now before the
Legislative Assembly, the Government
proposes to defer action in regard to the
matter. a and 3, Answered by above.

HAMPTON PLAINS RAILWAY BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mn. MOORHEAD brought up the report
of select committee appointed to inquire
into the Bill.

Report read, and ordered to be printed.

STANDING ORtDERS, SUSPENSION.
TO EXPEDITE BILLS, ETC.

Ths PREMIER (Right Eon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved:

That in order to expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to the passing of
public Bills, and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Council, be suspended
during the remainder of the session.
He said: My object in moving this
motion is to expedite business, and not in
any way to hurry on things at a rate
hon. members do not desire. It has been
usual during all previous sessions to move
such a, motion as this towards the end of
the session, and the motion has in variably
been agreed to. I can only assure the
House that the Government have no
desire to take any advantage of the
motion; and I shall be glad to confer
with my hion. friend opposite (Mr. lung-
worth), so as to meet his views as far as
possible in regard to giving full considera-
t-ion to any measure that comes before the
House.

Question put and passe.
Standing Orders suspended accordingly

for the remainder of the session.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE,

THE PREMIER moved:
That Government business take precedence

of all other business, for the remainder of the
session.
He said: This motion has the same
object as the one just passed. We have
sat befe for many years and have always
had such a motion towards the end of the
session, and I do not think anyone can
say the Government have ever tried to
take advantage of it. It is merely brought
forward with the object of expediting
public business, and, as I said before, I
sball be glad to confer with the hon.
member opposite (Mr. fllingworth) in
order that any business he desires to be
dealt with shall be brought forwardl before
we prorogue.

Question put and passed.

L'ASSEMBLY.) Government Bueines&


